Why Small Groups?

“We live in a culture today that has abandoned its young people”.  This is a strong statement from Wayne Rice, a 30 - year veteran of youth ministry.  Young people are in the process of discovering who they are and what they stand for.  Unfortunately, many are primarily looking to the media and their peers for answers.  Popular culture has a strong influence on teens today because they lack significant relationships with caring adults.  In other words, there is a cultural/generational gap that needs to be bridged in order for teens to make positive decisions and understand their dignity as children of God.  Adults who desire to have an impact of the lives of young people have to get close and stay close to them.  Small group ministry is the most effective way to do this.

· Small groups give students the sense of belonging that they are looking for. 

· Small groups allow students to be known and to have the opportunity to share.  

· Small groups allow students to personalize their faith and discuss the implementation of Christ’s teaching in their lives.

· Small groups encourage accountable relationships which allow students to serve one another (Gal 5:13), accept one another (Rom 15:7), forgive one another (Col. 3:13), greet one another (Rom 16:16), bear one another’s burdens (Gal 6:2), be devoted to one another (Rom 12:10), honor one another (Rom 12:10), teach one another (Rom 15:14), submit to one another (Eph 5:21), encourage one another (1 Thes 5:11).

· Small group ministry helps adults to become ministers themselves.  Once adults see the impact they have on teens they sense God’s calling and embrace ministry to the students in their group.  Not only do they remain committed, but ministry then transfers from the small group to many other contexts.

Contagious Faith by Group Publishing

Contagious Faith contains the results of a two year research project funded by grants from the MacLeod Foundation to the Education and Youth Ministry Departments of Huntington College.  The project utilized ten undergraduate students.
It began with a national survey of ministry leaders who nominated effective youth ministry programs.  From the survey, 109 were selected and interviewed by phone and from those 109, 22 were then selected for on site evaluation.  Success of these programs was measured by the number of teens in attendance, number of adults involved, commitment of teens to developing spiritual disciplines and embracing student leadership.  All of the 22 successful programs had one thing in common – small groups led by caring adults who had a contagious faith and modeled evangelization.

